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PREFATORY NOTE 


This is the fourteenth cf a series of reports issued by the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics, presenting results obtained from enumerative 
sample surveys of farm wages and farm wage rates. The surveys were planned 
and conducted under the general direction of Conrad Taeuber, Office of the 
Chief, by a Bureau-wide Committee, with Louis J. Ducoff as Chairman. 
Menbers of the Wage Project Committee are: Glen T. Barton, Emerson ke Brooks, 
Charles }. Cannell, Charles A. Gibbons, Margaret Jarman Hagood, Roger F. Hale, 
Earl E. Houseman, Barbara B. Reagan. The State Agriculturat Statisticians 
cooperated in conducting the field operations of the surveys. 


The surveys include informaticn on wages and wage rates of seasonal 


farm werkers in special crop areas of various States. This report presents 
the information obtained on farm workers in selected field crops in 

California. In addition to reports on wages of harvest workers in special 
crop areas, other reports present wage data and related information for all 


hired farm workers, regular and seasonal, on the basis of the national surveys. 
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George Scott, State Agricultural Statistician, and to his staff members, 
Catherine Senf and Wynne Rowlands, for supervising the field work. 


WAGES AND GAGE RATES OF PAR VORKGRS IN ie POTETO , SUGAR BEET 
AND COTTON UARVESTS » CALIFORNIA, 194 


Among the California field crops that are large users of labor are 
potatoes, sugar beets ana cotton. A survey of wages and ware rates inthe 


major saccine areas for: these crops was made_in 1945. Tne part covering 
wages for workers in the potato crop was madé in Kern Govnty during the week 
of June 10-16, 1°45, ‘.ages for sucar beet workers vere svrveyed in 

sy County. from Oetober G6 - 15, and the survey for cotton workers was 
mene Li Kersh... + Tu iLare and Vresno Counties during November. 
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Or the 944 nired workers who picked early potatoes in: Kern:County in 
tke survey week, 252 or 86 percent were paid at the wage ceiling rate of 6 
cents per half-sacls. The rest were naid on an hourly basis, usually ie cents 
an hour. Approximately half of the. sickers were white workers of non-.exican 
SxLractLon..< 30. percent were local Liexicans, 15 percent German prisoners cf 
Wen, end 5 percent Negroes. Tne average work—day was 9.3 hours. liore than 
halt tne crews worked 9 hours per cay. One crew worked as fei; as 7 hours 
daily and others as many as 11 hours 

Average outrut of the repular potato pickers was 16.0 half-—sacks an 
hour, or 149° half—-saciis a day. FPrisoners:of war had a cuota of 10 half-sacks 
an ce whicn fev of them exceeded. Output varied both accorcing to tyme of 
worker and yield per acre. Harnings of the regular potato pickers averaged 
04 cents an hour and 36.60 a day, while prisoners of war averaged 62 cents 
an hour and “5.60 a day. Piece rate workers averaged 9% cents an hour and 
hourly workers 74 cents. 


Sugar beets were being harvested both by machine and Dy hand labor. 
is 


dm the former case, crews were. composed largely of white workers. of non— 
hexican exuraction who operated the tractors, the topping and ica 

[ aaee aaa the wrucks involved in this method of harvesting Ali. workers 
except truck drivers were paid on an hourly basis. ‘nen ine ana loading 


were cone by hand this work was usually performed" by crews either of Lexican 
Nationals or prisoners of*war. The rates paid were above those set out 
Wander the U./5. Sugar Act, which Specifies the minimum rates for various 


Qpcerations. 


Mos > crews: vorked LO hours por day, ‘but hours on some of the smaller 

farms were irrerfuiar and brought the average down to 8.7 hours. The average 

worker topped and loaded four-fifths of axton per Hour, or 6.9 tone. 4a deve 

Tavs gigure excludes the work of prisoners of war, who “booed o37 OF a, ton 

per, hour or. 3.1 tons a day. 
n 


Rarnings of topper 


s and loaders averaged 91.16 ner hour and 710.30 
a cay, and of truck drivers “Se Bs 


O-an- hour and ¢ anes 70 a day. Cash earnings 


se 
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of the other workers were suvstantially lower than tnese, pantly because many 
of them were furnished’ a house, or lodging and meals, or Gtuner perquiaives. 
fractor drivers earned an average of 61 cents an hour and harvesting machine 
operators 92 cents per horr..— 


In a sample of 35230 cotton pickers, slightly over one-third were white v7, 
workers of non-.exican extraction and an equal proportion were prisoners of 
war. Almost one-fourth were Negro. Payment usually was on the basis of 
92025 a hundred pounds of seed cotton, the federal wage ceiling rate. A few 


Opere tors), however ,- paved} 52.50 Ser pundred. 


An average ‘of 7.1 hours were worked per. day, which wes normal for 
that’ thine of year. Cotton pickers, excluding prisoners ot ten. picked: an, 
average or 51.7 pounds per nour and 225 pounds per day. Pickers at 
Bakersfield averaged five pounds per hour’ more than those at Kingsbure. 
Pickers in defoliated fields at Tipton picked 4 pounds per hour more than 
those in non-defoliated ficlds. Average earnings of cotton pickers other 
then sea of war were 7l.cents en hour and $5.00 a day. -Prisoners oF 
war, averagec 44 cents an hour. : 
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INTRODUCTION 
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Cotton, potatoes and sugar beets are among the California field ‘crops 
that require much hand labor. According to’ estinates wmadc by the staff of 
the California Agricultural Extension Service Farm Labor Project, 1945 labor 
requirements wore 652,200 man—deys for: potatoes; 703,500 for suger Deets, 
and ae Lor cotton. 1/ These crops call for stoop laborers" padi. a. 
workers tho'do 2 good deal of bending over, stooping, or squatting in 
order, to accomplish their task. 


Labor needs for these crons are gradually being reduced by the ‘a 
introcuction of mecnanized ecuipaent. This change has proceeded fartnest 
in the production of sugar bects, but it also has made significant headway 
in the producticn of cotton and potatoes. Thinning out the young ‘sugar 
beet plents is the operation which has presented the greatest problem to 
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1/ "Labor Requirements 
Labor Project, uarcn L946. 
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Sugar bect growers. .This vroblomhas been partially met by segmontation of 
mie best seed, so, that one plant comes up instead of four or five. The rowe 
Of Deets then can be cross blocked vith a cultivator, reducing by fifty 
yercent the total labor requirement for thinning. “eenaniion harvesting of 
ecos also has progressed to the stage where it can be relied on in all but 
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A few mechanieal hervesters are being used for cotton. and prowers nave 
Placed orders. for man My move. Asa mnesudit,’-hana labor. may. be expected ' ta;0e 
er Cav. ‘cauced in) thyves: operation din’ the Boor future. 


sone provers have potato, combines but.do not use them because they 
Skins of the potatoes and rcducse a mearketadility and keeping 
rebellmachinos serve: only as a Lastiyrosert if thor is) a’ srortage 


The present study covers wages and earnings of workers both in hand 
and in machine oneretions in harvesting sugar beets, but covers vages only 
hond operc. ti nicking 

tat Snow labor Gosys: to the erower, which 1s a,complex problem in, farm 

BD chetine . 


i cking- potatoes ‘ond cotton. No: attempt nas been made 


Mithinm tne Last several years cotton picking has been expecited by 
Gefolvationm of the cotton plants oy dusting with calcium cyanide just prior 
to harvest time, the survey covered enough erevs working in defoliated 
fLelcs 4O provide a basis mating the increased output per hou 
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TAGES IN THE POTATO UARVEST, Ltt COUNTY; 
CALTPORNIA : SUNH 20 = 15, 1945 


m 


Comnereial petato production is relatively new in Kern Comty. The 


U..9. census indicates thet only 1037 acres in this comty were in potatoes in 
1629, but by 1945 the total had increased to.55,000 acres, . The sandy sot liagd 
warm Soring eather in this.area are hignly favorable to production of early 
movatoes.  Pricos, for early. Season potatoes (have also been cuite: averageiver 
and inany farm operators have shiftec from other crops to noteenael 


the floor of the valley has four parts: he 


Tne producing area in ie 
Bcison-—Arvin ‘cGistrict where pote tocs mature earliest and where tie most 
repid recent cxnension in acreage nes) occurred; ‘the Tiasco-sharter area, wich 
om one olcest: potato seétion, tn tiorcounty ardyin en pean. oroduction 


suclisy occurs from severel weeks to'’a month later than in the Bdison-Arvin 
Bis: the Delano-ieFarland area, an Ge of the Vasco-Shafter 
district; and the Bakersfield area, where a large number of new operators are) 
trying their hanc at potato production. 


wt 


the 1945 season was normal.cxcenot that cool weatner delayed tie harvest 


Slightly. |The season's average yield | of 340 bushels to the acre was elmost 
exactly normal. . Growers feared a shortage of workers for the hervest ous 
there wes. é heavy influx of .seasonal workers and the labor supply proves 
adequate. According to estimates of the Agricultural Extension Service farm 
Labor ‘Project, the number of workers used and the progress. of the harvest in 
Mermm County was as follows: 


Leek vending Torkers Percent complete 
April) 26 950 0 
Lay 5 1,900 4 
Mowe 3,000 7 
Liew 19 By 900 10 
liey 2 6,700 20 
June 2 8,000 35 
June 9 8,200 | 48 


June 16 8,300 58 
dune 23 7,000 63 
Jene 30 5, 500 "8 
July 7 3,000 9¢° 


Fotatoes are planted in this srea in January and February and the 
harvest, ordinarily begins: by the middle of April.) liost of the potato 
pickers are migratory white workers, some of whom are members of the crows 
of Lebor contractors. The greatest nazard im the potato harvest is to get 
the pote.toes off the surfcee of the grouna before thoy! turn, green and bitter 
in the bright sunlight. his ordinarily will occur within 15 or 30 minutes 
after the potato is dug. To avoid this, pickers are assigned segments along) 


eet 


each potato row. The tractor-drarm potato digger moves along the rows, and 
deposits the potatoes on the ground, then cach picker picks his assigned 
scegiont along the row. Faster picxcrs have wide segnents and the slover ones 
arrev' ones. Ordinarily a onc-row digrer will keep a crew of From 257 TORE 
workers busy. From 50-to €0 workers will be recuired for « 2-row cigger. 
Then the entire operation will move across the field 2t an orderly pace. 
Pickers ordinarily desire some rest time between rors, and: thi sis! éise 
colevlated in such a wav-as to keep all operations coordinated. 


Potato pickers wear a belt from vhich they heng their potato sack. 
Both hands are thus free to work. Sacks ordinarily are only filled to half 


full, as they can become. too heavy to handle. The half-sack has ‘secome, the 
ee yy hich workers 2re void for picking. Growers and foremen sometimes 
hot 6 to cheek carcfully to -see thet workers put a full 55 pounds in their 
as & a / 
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At the time this survey vias maa 


e e, during the week of June 10 - 16, 
rvest in the Hdison-Arvin are 


4. 


1945, the he aa was already pastiits.peak in 
the three other arcas the herycst vas just approaching peak orovortians. 
Wage aca were obtained from notato shippers who hired many of the potato 
crows either directly or through icbor contractors. 
Maple? i.-Type of workers engaged in nicking up potatoes, Kern Cowmty, 
Cadtifornia, June. 10-15, 1945 
Pype of s Lorkers. reporting Sex : Age 
.worker ; Number: Percent Neen corona ge Uideri es 8: 18-44 + 45.— Over 
——Tumber Percent fuabe Number umber Number “Number 
All grouns ° 994 - ~ - _ ~ ~ 


Gisssitiod: 
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workers 1/ 850 100 S9Or nO) 250 654 66 


enue, enon— 

mexican 

pe A421 50 223, 198 8 289 53 
Tocal i cxica 253 30 1&6 67 28 216 9 
LexLcan 

jotbional 3 2/ 
Negro 43 5 
Prisoners of 

wa 125 5 125 = ee by 


iL Da mal on race ne GL Poh. chomria ta Yai eae eh che ond-age were inconplicte for LAL workers. 
s) J 2 wo ae 
Aj Less mime Yad percent. 


woe 


Type of: worker.-Potato picking is ccaamonly dene by migratory whit 
ami lice of Lexican or non-Mexican extraction who foldow, tas vyoe oT BE 


L 
from ome votate area to ancther. Some of these workers are members of loosely 
oreanizcd crews whose werk contracts are made by labor. contractors. «= Obner 
families live in the area and obtain jobs. for themselves. The larger 
eperators: cenorally hir Shrough Labor contractors and have little knovledge 
as to tie nationality, sex, ana ago or their individual workers. henge, 
thes op oratore usually had to give estimates: as to,the composition of their 


Greys. A tev; vere unviliine to guess. 


Data were gathored with respect to’ 994 workers congeged in potato 
or Aa oie in regard to 144 of these, nowever , was, bco. generallwue 
a 


Picking, Int 

be included in the tabulations. Of the workers for whom data wore conpletve, 
niniest heli were eilegs of rion-icxican extraction, 30 percent rere Local 
nexicons and 15 percent prisoners: of var.) There were only 45 Negrogsiaae 


? 
mexhcan Rationals! (sable) 1). 

4 MOONE \creus’ ol whi ve: workers (of non—liexic hn extraction and enong 
Negro crews tne numoer ae feunle potato pickers vas: almost. as creat as) tie 
nunber of males. «con had the opportunity to work on potato graders; at 
SWwaLIpiNg anc aaa or con otner jobs to a greater extent than tue women: 
There vere, however, almost tice miles to one femele among the Local 
MEAL ean pLekors « 


t! re 


Lge estimates made By ths opérators. were nob precise, but indicate 
% 


tie general tendéncy of potate pickers «tobe src ane young. Olacr 

mrorkors try to moved: into petato shea’ jobs a SP i nov successful, may 
Meave the potato harvest altogether. to find a thet do not involve con= 
tinuous stooping. 


® cover) rates’ ciypay for picking anarhapling potatoes. aie 


Rotes of pay.-The potato srovers in this area applied in. 1944 for 

ilings t 

oe repay ee 

Var Tooa te coe established. a) ceiling wege\ rate vor 12 cents) pen 7 .OG 
iSLY 


pounds for picking potatoes... A schedule of rates also was set tor Loading 

and hauling, governed by the size of the Loading crew and length of heut. pe 
Under the general wage regulation, potatos pickers who were not paid by e 
oLece ee could be paid up to GS cents an hour. 


Of the O94 workers surveyed, 652 wore paid the wage ceiling rato of ¥ 
6 cents per half-sack, and 142 were paid on an hourly basis (table 2). 
Workers were usuclly paid:on an hourly basis, in fields where the yieldiwas 
poor or where the pickers were hampered by weeds, clods or otner adverse 
conditions. Of the 142 hourly vorkers, 125 received 75 cents an’ hour and 
the rest 70 cents per hour. 


Sixty of the piece rate workers were to reccive an additional bonus 
based on the total numder ‘or sacks picked, provide they remeincd on’ the 
farm throughout the season. The size of. the bonus was not indicated, 
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wavle ei nates of pay ci potato, sickors, Kern County, Colifornia, 


16, 1945 


ee 


June 1O - 


Rn te Yorkers reporting Proportion of oickers 
AWe~ t . Co, ee 
this rate at this rate 
Number Percent 

otal 994 100 
Piece: rate 

Orecnes per halt. Sack Say AMR eS 86 
Hourly rate 

/7O-cents ‘por * hour 34 2 

Po. Conus per ‘nour 108 12 
ij Sixty workers vere to reccive an acditional bonus if they ronained through 

mtil a of season. 
Hours of work.-Gf .the 25 cres contacted, more than half vere reported 


ae 
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es working § hours on the day of 

Bede ee? Sy yorwed | LOrnours),) ene. 1 
Wes somewhat. longer in areas thet pucugenma 
in ficics where yields were heaviest (tab 
by eee, sex ond nationality groups 


Perfermance.—The output of ji 
weriaple. Some children picked as fer 
experienced adult’ on a gocd field 
Bedeey lol wichers 
54 in a 7—hovr day. 
Wor hens, averaced (RS half-sacks 
9—hovr vork-day. 


af 


prisoners of war, was 16.0 helf-sacks an 
a 


hour, day. No data 


Geeures were S atuinea for!) ondly one ere! of prisoners of) ver. 


this crew picked 12 half-sacks per hour, 
Bbove the cuota cf 10 hali- 
fer prisoners of war. Crews o: prisoners 


the quota. 


Performance of regulsr piece-rate 
and to yield per field. Mishest average 


he survey. 
crew worked 11 hours. The work-day 


individual pickers in the survey wes 
as 10 half-sacks a day, 
nicked 457 nalf-sacks 
On acpoor iiveld averaged only .'7) ha 
The crew with the largest output, 

per man, per hour or 250 each during 


average output of all piece-rate pickers in the survey, ex 
a 


were obtained as to the output of hourly workers. 


secs per hour, established by U. 3S. 


One. crew worked '7 rae 2 


the peal: of their oocrations and 


e 3). Differences in hours of work 
Were nov Sst emi ti ey as evaeyes 


highly 
é vmereas one 

in an ll-how day. 
fusacks. ion nouns aad 
hyd Beal 4 ,exLcan 

their 


Ke 


hour or: 129. hali—-sacks in 


L.eabers of. 
—hour day. This was 
army. officrals 
were generally described as picking 


or 108 in a 


crews varied both according to area 
output per day was 20.5\half—sacks 


per hour in the GH soneArein district, and the lowest was 11.5 half—sacks 
per hour (table 3) in the Delanc-..cFarlend district. 


re) 


The differences according to crea were not closcly assce 
toss according to yield. Average ylelds of the trcldsian alk 
Wasco-Snafter district were close to 200 sachs per*acre. Yrelas 
asco -snefter area averaged 300 sacks per acre. 


j* 


or picker was diroctly related to yicld per. acre.) ) ia pe 


e 
yielding under 200 sacks to the acre the avernge output was 15.0 heli-secks 
por nour, in tLelds Re mahalo oe 200 to 250 sacks it was still down To 
4.6. In fields yielding from 250 to 300 sacks! the average ovtpub nag 

: a ale 


oe ee 16.3 half-sacks por nour and,in those yielding ever 300 Sacks ve 
ac 


On a nationality basis Negro and white workers: of) non—exicen 
extraction had Sian average outeuts than locel iexicen Wworkhora.anine 
PeLoOr, “pete eee worked on poorer yielding fielas, whieh Sho ene accounts 


0 


for the ‘Lower Sie: 


Output ie men'was consicertbiy higher than of women, GxCen tse i a. 
Suse Or Necroos, and that! ‘or workers frou LG to 44 sears’ of asc tas mee 
IMehor ‘thon thet of persons above) a elow this age bracket. 
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rhese are oniy a few of tae variables essociated wth ouupu ane 
nence cannot bx POR COSO Gis CONCLUSIVE. A very impertant consideration, 
organization of field operations, was not taken into accomt. Some crower 
neve so worked out the size of their picking Crows , the layout of the tieig. 
tae) spcod of the digging machine, the location) of picking sacks, anGyimeas 
periods; for tue workers tact the workers lose i Little’ tlie. )) Opiea 
erowers nave much poorer, coordination of activities and mucn time aneweii eas 
1 Wastod. ic Lattcr group vor grovers Ts also Y oeee likely to give jcaretam 


tention.to keeping the preund free fren weeds,(clods, and cther Gonditiona 
ee Lap ode operations. Output is also affected. by the. type of dipeer weer. 
Wwactucr 1b is of the single row or two row type, and by the size f the 

pobavecs being picked. 2/ 


2/ Grovers also sur 


gest that. some operators may bc slack in ¢neckine bo sce 
SW ae aera el: ayn Ps 
Ua VW tab Sacks AUG BSS 


eipea. yield, 


— 


Edi son-Arvin 
liasco-Sharter 
Rosedale~_ 
Bakersfield 
Delano-i.carland 


der 200 sacts 
200 = 2, 


extract tion =. -- 


© type of worker 


rehire ei oa 
Piéce-rate workers 


; Hite, br Sahades cai, 


Number 


Number 


report— 


ing 


Averaze 
hours 
per day 


Number 


NO) 
2 
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‘Table 3.-Hours, performance and earnings of vorker 
potatoes, yk County, California , June 


engaged in pie up 


1945 


aa earnings 


our:Per day 


Dollars Dollars 


= 16, 
Wali sacks 
ieniel.cs 3. ihae 
Per hour:Per day Per hi 
Number Number 
16.0 149 
ZO 184 
V7.5 163 
rf anraues 116 
U5 106 
16.0 149 
15.0 A29 
WEA 133 
bo35 160 
Me SiaeS L738 
L6.0 148 
16.9 
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Table 3.—Hours, performance and earnings of workers engaged in picking up 
potatoes, Kern County, California; June 10 -'15, 1945 (Continued) 


enn en ad 


: Joe Number “sc Average | 2 ac i Mad Seok S ; i cies ae s 
aha, i ari et) Mepop teansud.: Ore rele picked :Average earnings | 
pe vor ser 4 Ang hs per day iis hem cneiie Per day: Per ‘hour: Per day i 
tos 2ophumbers “Wimber ~~ Nunber” ~~ Number” “Dollars Do. Dollars) \) aN 
Sex : 
Liale 14 G29 13.4 164 1.10 9-90 
Fenale s 18 4 Sed 18.0 161 1.08 9.60 
Age . eh . 
18-44 ie AD 7920 20.2 182 Leelee 
Other than 16-44 a7. Be9 1603 «5 6545 098 &.70 
Prisoners of-war 3/ 25 SO tLe LG ie 62 Soa 
Hourly workers 142 9.6 eae Sf 074, Fe 


ee  —-—- --- 


iY Bxoluding prisoners of war and.one crew of 44 workers on whom performante 
cata were unavailable. ‘ 
oy Estinates as to yield per acre were ened from the grovers. These 
7 estimates appear to be generous, as they average above the 340 bushels reported 
‘ /by the California Cooverative Crop Revorting Service as the average yield for.; 
the arca. i . 
3/ Performance data by age and sex not available for all workers. 
A/ Exact performance furnished for one crew only. Other crews «ers described 
as picking tneir quotas, i.e., five. 100-pound sacks per hour. 
Performance data not available for hovrly workers. 


Ba arnings.-Average earnings or all potato pickers covered in onan surve 
excluding prisoners of war, was 94 cents an hour and $8.80 in a 9.3 hour de 
Harnings of piece-rate picieers alone were somewhat higher, 98 cents an hour 
$9.10 in, a 9.3. hour day (table 3). oe es earned an average of 7A ¢ 
fan, hour and. %7.1lO.a day... Growers: said the regular rate of 6 cents aha ac 
for pote es picked up by the srisoners of war. “fhe ea averaged 62 cen 
fan pour or $5.60.a day... These amounts were paid to ther i. S. Array, which 
-fed and clotned the prisoners. The Army paid the pec liae ats 80 cents a da 
cash. 
Oe pete: of i Nainetual vorkers were nal gig, yen ae 
© cents t to -327.42 for tne day of the survey. pone crows, had ¢ 


Soe la 


So bow) ae 43.21: for the day, tile others eared as much as $15.00.°" As in the 
Gof performance, carmings: varicd with arca, yicld per acre, and tyne of” 


Piz ty—three percent of the potato pickers working at viece rates earned 


Ore than a dollar an hour, while none of those on hourly basis ecrned that 
23. mee (to o.e 4), Almost two-thirds of the latter sroup earned under 37,50 2 
A Gay, compared. with one- vhird of those working hy the plece. (The productivigy 


OF hourly worliers probabiy was much less.than that of piece-rate workers. 


“ 


Tabie 4.—Amounts earned by worliors pieing up potatoes, Kern County, 
California, June 10.— 16, 1945 


nee ee Se -C 


« Nunber and »yroportion of nore aa cach amount 
ori 


Arnounts. earned w. ALL workers 1 Pie 
« Humber : “‘Poreent : Number es eee iaaver: Pardes 
Per nour — All workers 869 100 729 100 Rho, ales 


Under 3.75 ee 30 eae! 31 
52 600. and over a, AL 3&4, 53 


Per-deay°- All workers 360 109 T7 LOO Tee 100 
Under 37.50 Bae Ss 37 231 32 37 61 
07650 — 39.99 A226 26 PEM 2S D3 39 
10.00 and over B25 37 B25 15 2 


af Excluding norisoners of Var. 


Perquisites.-Tho usual preetice in the potate harvest has besn to 
s furnish no perquisites ae potato pickers, except possibly a camp site. The 
>. workers usually lived someviere in the arca and ete to the votato fields. 
“laithin the last several years erovers have sometimes hed to furnish trans-— 
portetion in order to get workers. Of the workers Bee in this study, 
he prisoners of wer, the iexicen nationals, and 131 of the &66 regular 
harvest workers were supplied with transportetion. 
Liothod of sampling.-Potato shipping firms were used as the medim for 
Ootaining 2 sainple of viorkers since beeeeeai ly ell potatoes harvested in 
the area move through packing she Gnerators of these firms usually hired 
the potato pickers tneuselves. ta hic case-of.crovers who hired thoir om 
torser3s, cunese iirms knew which growers were harv esting potatoes at ee 
Poarsiculear timc. The 76 potato shipping firms in the arca tere listed i 
_ geographical sequonce, taking the shinning points from north to south. 


This list was divided into two groups, tnose-knovm to be large operators and 
those firms remaining which included botn small operators and some of unknown 
size. A few sheds had closed for tne season before enumerations were made. 
Enumerators were instructed to cross off ail firms that nad closed for the 
Season, but to include in the sample every third firm still remaining on the 
list, using specified substitutes for any firms refusing to supply information: 
Records were taken for one day's work of all field workers ‘hired by 
the ved £1 ase of firms: that did not furnish the picking icremas 


S) a oes were hancled by those firms during the,survey 
week. Data were optained in this vay from 25 crews. co ining 094 persons 
i Wing of fields in all verts of the arsa. 
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- Sugar beets area major crop. in seven: widely scattered arcas in 
Be orice: the Salinas VYalloy in Lonterey County, the San Joaquin - 
Pecerencnto delta, the Imperial Valley, the Santa. aria area in Santa Barbara 
weountr, - ‘and local areas in Yolo, Kern, and San Benito Counties. Annroximately 
otate's BSuger beet acreage was located in i.ontercy County’! 
acres, Wolo County was next’ in importance. 


no harvest seagom varies. Sugar bee are harvested in Imperial ag 
| Peay a one, Dam ely s dr. Dern County in August and September; and 
eae) Ae ot or areas from, August into December. Phe hervess in tion terey 
Sounty ive dl 


h 
tows the August-December pattern. 


tne wor, dabor requiresents for thinning and, harvesting sugar 
very eee Martine “conditions, however, brought abort importants 
LS tite First, neny growers shifted to oroduction of crops 
“that Revered: tess Lepor eng promised higher returns. - There were 162,000 
sugar bects ee California jan'!940, buplby 1oL5 he total ‘hed 
se 000. 
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provers to a mae neans of 
was the 
seed, een the 
of labor required for ne necds at harvest time were 
adopéion of mechan ing equipment.» The »harves ting 
ous is baer Le ‘he bect, rows by a tractor uproots tho beets, 
sol. .2overs') the’ 19; ang deposits them on truelis. that 
2 beside re Rarvesicr. (lo) men on) tits machine can do: the work: 


daborers, 


Ny 
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oeareity of labor ‘aia POrCed 
“reducing their: labor requircren Ss cx2 
Seemented sugar bect. seed. 


chet Ph iy © 


Boe 
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evs ore raiced to the surface ef the grounds 
tractor. ( The machine is 
by eras, of cmcn | rh Hoye beet topping hnives. «Zach knife 
hook attached to, the end. Tho workers hook the a4 
c Inife, PULL it-out of the ground, cutoff the crown) 
es windrov. ' Another crew loads the windroved. bog ee ee 
a gra sae sovoread “be ot roots in cach hand 


in ary woxther hen the 
aay than 
te Poets 


ind eu the ike 
a croms nS draw the 


a fee 


Then mechenifeal horvesters cre used; smell creps of 2 are. Stid is nsed 


‘ = Niet aha P. Eas ee 
GOrooLse OU. ORS Noes ct bho, Cane (On tho Tove mba Gore Lean i ary 


Progress. of the jervest) in Lonvercy Ge ty was estimeted by freid 
he Tol 


~ 


hericultural Extension Service Farm Labor Project to be as 


Yorkers Percent complete 


DwveusG 2, LOO 0) 
August 16 4,00 4, 
peprvacabor 1 500 9 
Seproncer 5 690 18 
or Stonver 29 600 3S 
October 13 600 44 
Oceoper 27 600 60 
Novoubcr 10 cy 700 LD 


2 eh = if D5 ct es 
Novemper 24 &00 SS 

if ae Oo 
December & COO 7S 


Sugar beets in. the lontcroy area are preduced almost cntircly by 
eroviers who are under contreet to one of two sugar oe conponies. - During 
the seriod of labor’ shortage, these companies. virtually took over mene acmene 


et tic iorvestineg situation. They purtnasca: narvesting m= ae ines es they 
t = fas of qn => +) on + Bo. aq ot 
Penteo out to their erowers avituc rate of jlovper acre. lev Also recrurTee 
iit 


formato et arn 106 horvest “ihe 
Some -prowers- tired erage 
ne harvest: operations. 


iailenapare. bey Gn 
by prey 
oO 
ten] 
ae) 


vu 

ercirs of harvest workers and moved then 
bects by hend when grove 

thomseivos, or. used their yoar-round workers-in 


yur 


veo ra a BD Bee 
ies. Fee ae 2 
vers preferred. this <m 
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The BAR survey vas mecde daring tne seek! of October. 8’ = 135° 2945; 


+4 
U 

Vaile caployment was somewhat greater! Loter in the wear, chat peel represented 
fo) 


santsor, Bale SS ay t-4 Bes Pepe SNe Lige 
everaso, Operations for the entire; s3cs 


totel of 3504 of the: 425 workers in thessurvey aicre 
aged in tne hond ‘operction. of topping and Loading. (sugar beets One~third 
tnese workers vere exioanm, national’ and a.sqmownat: barger proportion were 
German prisoners of war. Boforo the war) toppers..tnd Toeders nad lorgedy 
been filipino ond local i.exi cam workers, jin ‘the 1945 season: onlyiWS parcem. 
Of tne workers .erirared in thie operation Were Local iexitans, anda percent 
Filaoinros. (taede: 5).. 


oO 
i 
2 


uachine cperations were largely performed by rhite workers of non— 
Lexicon extraction. Tho © -nenvesting- machines’ wore all operwied by thts aye 
oF worker, 2&. of the Sl tractors and: 6LAarthe- 76 tuucks, Tires tractor. 
na’ S trueks were oporated.by.-Local Lexicans../ One: truck, was), driven aan a 


£ l2 workers onployod te: pick up. tue pects after. the Machines 7 Omens 
nex Can aaa joe Were Fe Lipinus ond! Jove Ss 2 ogad wexiean. . 
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Tablo 5.—Distribution of workers cngaged in harvesting sugar bects by tyve of 
operation. perfommed, and by race and nati@6nality, iionterey County, 
California, October 8 =i Ly LOL D 


‘ 
m Hs 3 :White, non-: a, fs : 
ae ia where 1 Abe ors Mexicans Local Mexican): : Prisoners 
Ne red Bie 1A s E ay cliente acon ‘ 
pore oll __ iWorkers:cxtraction :i.exican:national:Filipino: of wa 
‘ Nuaber Number Nunber Number Number Nunber 
Cea re agers Be err | OL) YET tee ae es Rae es oa Pe Pe Tet rer Reco Ci sacs ni 
Ail operations 1,26 101 59 110 33 129 
Top and. load 304, s Ay 101 30 122 
Opcrate tractor 31 26 3 a oe = 
Operate machine 8 8 oa Be i = 
Peek up. ar tor . / 
macnine a2 - 41 9 Z - 
Baul : 70 61 8 = Ji - 
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Raues of pay.-The U.S. Sugar.Act provides for the establishment of 
Minin ates ol pay for sugar boct oe tion and harvest operations each 
as PCE Stak blushed nay sce a iy from one producing erca to another, 


Ve 
_for harvest operations they vary eccording to the method used and the 


</ 


Pe dad Of. OeCts per acre .Tn ons tite minimua hourly rete for harvest 


< 


@eecewuons in California other then. the Imperial Valley was 65 cents, tne 
minivun pioce rate for pulling, topping and loading by hand operations varied 
S} 


from 31.34 ber tom in ficlds eh yields of 26) tons’ ian acre, or more to Geegn 
per ton in ficids yiclding 6 tons or less. 


Prior to 1942 the usual practice omong California sugar beet growers 
hed. becn to pay at the minimum retes set in the Government scale. Vartime 
f Peper pShnortbaces.. “hovever , MOrecG wage retes: to rise above the -Governmcnt 
i 5) ene : 
a mingma.. Tno.gencral orcetico in thetoalings area in. 1945 was to ipar 10 
i“ percent above the scale. 


On the ficlds covered.in the survey the ratos varicd from °%1.47 to 
s ae 15 per ton the most common Tate was 31.47. Over. two-thirds. of ‘the 
toppers and ee ais BOCGi Ved this rate) (tabic..G). »Hleven ‘of the. exican 
Nevionals engaged in this operation wore daid:on an hourly basis. 


Ratcs: of compensation for aa oporating tractors, trucks and beet 
Pinvesting machines vere frequently aficcted by the fact that quite a number 
Bead. © year-round workers who werc nl ene With nousing, or with lodging and 
Bie eelk, or other perquisites. 


Tractom opgrators.voriced, on a variable pay scale depending. on the 
( “sige. ond too of: tractor and tho ay 0 Bila a lived. The 
pivesea Ue Ol tractor aad on tne anount of rosponsibilits involved. e 
4, Meena waves word 80 and 85 conts/ ean hour. Two workors rcecivced 50 cents: an 


Cy Bas! 


br Bae hour with mecis and lodging and 3 were paid 1.00 per hour. 


Operators of he ye aE abe aa Vero DEC oe ron nes 
Mowe. “Sono growers operated tiiesoe echine: 
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Boe a! aA rst | a ae Pa its ena es eave abe tala ¢ aS a et vane, Irs Oey 

SPOOLS Neu: ORL Led the BACHE NOS sO OS EhS Led sen oa. 
. ‘ 


Truck drivers who moved the; beats’ Irom the fielis to. tne pees dumps 
tore Suuctimces palc. by the hour and sometines by the tonmnallo.) Inv whe fermies 
ecnc: bie rate of nay ustialky was é1tuer /75 cents an Acur plus: perquisites waar 
4L609 any hour withovt then. The most eo piece rate-for: hauling vas ‘75 
Conus oc. ton, plus’ 3B conte: yer ton mile.) Sone operators reported, the) tover 
Bosh wl ieulingsas. 65 cents. 95 cents, cud. per ton.) These \cosus, ranged. 
avouray, Contes to. 3l.ll por ton, depending: on the. Length ei: haul, /Sonevdnigem 
Vent ee one dump to another’ in order to unload their.bects without having 
HO. We G4 1 line. THiS inercased tne ton-aile costs to the erower. 
feure €.-Ratos of pay ok wornors cogecged in harvesting sugar beots, onterey 

County, California, O¢ctobor G -— 13, °1945 
SAL) yor cer soins, Number er ofeach - type ype of. worker __ 
Overetion’ ond : ; 5 Ve 08 3S ones : : 
Rae ol May. ; 2 5i¢ SACRE CGA : Locel sMexi can ‘Pili Pryesrerd 
Look os Meier pPorcon tiosbraction |tuckLenn:nataoned «ping sot mee 


Bophemo: Load 0/1304 100 4 47 LoL 30 122 


wie'/0 ocr hour 1h Ls, ue 11 _ - 
1.4.7 per ton 199 67 Me 47 VC - Si. 
on ° 50 per ton Al A 3 _ 6 ie 20 
Soper. ton 6 2 ie _ fe) _ - 
160 per: ton Z 7 a i as = PAL 
ceOo per, ton g 3 a za S ie oa 
Dae MGI? UOT S 3 s a es S ~ 


jee D0 PCr our 2/2 5 aa - _ - 
00 Her hour ak te ab a ~ - _ 
1605 ver crour 2y ft 3 1 hes ee ut i 
275. por, nour PT 13 3 iis ie - _ 
aon per! hour 9 Pag) 2) L - - -— 
60> ber nour LO 33 19 = = - - 
90 ner hour uy ae, i. - ~ - - 

WOO Der hour £ LO 3 - — ~- - 


MORE eae sy: yleries ‘ sey : } 
erates of bey of workers ongarod in harvesting suger beéts 
7 Vounty, Calivornia., October 6. 131945 (Continued) 


: All workers Number of each type “of worker 
Co ea ash bee of moter 


ae uD Ge non-: 
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orkers “in the group tne Pee NG oe Tior!: cors eece ac 
what Longer nour s thon the others. Theiy Aversss “vorleday 


vias not a en to: obtain 

¢. loading 
epee ell thes C opera tions, ‘qoubers are paid. only o 
te: . Varying qos a beets: ae : 


ek sii 


FOWOnITeTS 


os 
hat 


been oullec. and eODPSGs but not Loacec 
Of any pay period. The follorine gata 
rather than precise figures. 


nay be left in the field at the end 
Sierehres are rough. anproximations 


= sae 


Local i.exican workers had the, highest output.per ‘how, an average, or 
sor OL a ton ‘per worker per hour; while the Filipinos followed closely witn 
-79.0f.a ton (tablé $).- Lexican nationals averaged .71 ofa ton and the 
prisoners of war .37. Output per day varied someynet differently as some 


a j 
ves worked longer hours then others. , - 
itevle "/.-Average hours of work of workers: engaged) in beh hic ale suger beets, | 
iionterey County, California, October € — 13, 1945 oN 


aay ;. VIL ses None: te : z 
Opera tion an Doe er ae tia ct Dat 
ere a :° Mexican 2 Local sex can: 3 :Prisoners es, 
sworkers:extraction :Liexican:national:Filivino: of war 


All operations 1/ Oe aro Wa 9.0 Geile POL Sed 


Top!’ and. Load 8.6 2 9.0 SoA Lose ao 

Operate tractor sven Gel. 2/ = = ~ 

Operate machine Dok, Det - - = = 

Pick up after 

machine. SA va = S24 - ~ : tee 

Haul 1/ ches, oy 9.2 a 10.0 +. oe 
1/ Nuaber ‘of workers on which these data are based appear in lebienas 
except that nours were reported on only 33 of the:70 workers engaced in 
nauling. ) . pee 
2/ Fever than 10 workers, hence no average sho. i Brkt | 
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Taole &.-Performance of, workers enzaged in topping and loading sugar beets 3 
Lonterey County, Galifornia, October € —,13, 11945 


i ‘Workers te Tons of beets hendled 
ame Of viorker U oo Der hotre ke Daw dae oon 
ae es sreporting Ly ; Perv hour : Pex day Li 
Number Tons ‘Tons 
£11 types 237 ere Ee 2/ 6.9 
exican national 62 ak 640 
Local Jiextican 33 nae 7.6 ; 
Fig ava pino 4 20 ; ° 719 Te Wi; 
Prisoners of var, see: j yb Bek 


1/ Perforuance was not reportec for annroximately one-third 


aj) te Luding es of war. 


Earnings .-he top wages in “the. Sé operations were earned bj two groups 

workers, first, those who. todve? and loaded the beets; and Secure i 
awed” beets from the fields. The toppers and Noaders averapec ear 

' s2e16 an hour and the haulers %i. 20. per nour. Members of’ the 1etted 

group worked longer hours and averaged 311.'70 per day, compared with 310.3% 

for the toppers (table Oh: UA 


+ 


‘Average earnings for vorlers pe rforming other operations were sub= | 
py ally lover. Tractor drivers received an average of 31 cents an hours 
anc. 56.60 a day, while machine operators earned 92 cents an hour and $3.60 


Pees Qe-Average earnings of workers engaged in harvesting sugar Bests 
| lionterey County, California, October 8 + 13, 1945 
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Harnings by trpe OL! wor 
:inLte , non—-3: rd 
All i? beschean : ‘tors sete sasuke 


‘+ sworkers, 1/:extraction sex 


Dollars per ag 
V.02 wpe 


~ Top and load 
 Overato tractor 
_Oncrate machine 
‘Pick up after 
_ imachine. 


Dollars ver 


9410 Tes0O 4) Buao! ty end habeas 


6.60 
8-50 


PUAN Oh) MAW a ic 88 of 


@ averages are based amear in table et 
ED ie er et . ! 
ersons involved were too few to provice reliable averages. 
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on who earnings data 1 vere complete. 
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These averaves vere computed iithout including figures for prisoners 
of war. The prisoners worked, at a slower than average speed anda eared 55 
ents an hour and »4.50 a day.,.Of this amount, $0 cents a.day was received 
by the prisoner anc the balance went into U. S. Army funds to defray 
xoenses of caring for the prisoners, 


iCn 
oe 


Of the types of workers, tne local Liexican workers hed the ne 


average earnings, »1.34..an hour, and 312.00.a day. -This,cane,¢rom thelr: pro= mm 
ficiency in topping and loacing. white : seminars of non-iexican extraction earned” 
99.10 a day and the lexican nationals. 35.90. . J 
Alost ee of the beet harvest workers carned less than 37.50 o 
aday. <About.a fifth earned from ‘37.50. to -310.00 per day, -and slightly ‘over 


helf earned more re 310,00 per day (table 10}... On, an.houply basis only 
il percent earned less than 75 cents cn hour. Some 29 percent of the workers 
earned from’}3.75 to .99 and about 60 percent of them earned over j1.0C an 


lh + 
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The proportions for the different nationality groups deviated widely 
from this pattern, as cach group tended to specialize in different operations, 
Ninety-two percent of the local Licxicen workers earncd over >1.00 an hour, 
coapared with 69 percent of the white workers of non-liexican extraction. 1 
; ia 
Table 10.—Amounts earncd by suger beet nervestors per hour ond per day, 
l.ontercy Pmt CpTcaraua, Octover, 6 -— 13, L945 if 
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Under 3.75 cen ht ie 4. 2009/92 eae 
oD — 9 S AG he 57 2 Paes & 13 4ee 67 
$1.00 anc over 1630560" Soe ao 5 92. 16 69. 9 a 


Per day 
Total 2/ 292 100. 74. | M00 e855 yo MOONE" GO ia arene 


Uncer 7.50. 66 QA cig be Me PEs anita 6 
376 50='39499 Ey eA Henne a ee 22°22 1 
510.00 ~ over Ts CRs eee cin ae hoody SON 64 
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1/ Excluding prisoners of ver. 
2/ Date on all workers for vhom veee and hour fleures were availoote, 
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Perquisites.—Permtisites play cn important part in the employment 
Pavuerns\ in “ins area... As already indicated, they affected cash wares quite 
meverieliy. All Pilipino vorkers vere suodlied housing, including lights 
anc weter, One crew was furnished. mecls besides. Crews of Jexican nationa 


Vere 2 rnis hed. transportation to and from camps, at which thoy obtained 

$ te ’ ~o 
7 | ne i ee Fawn 7 f ee Denke sya ct ! oes a+ ca) 
Pocpine sand meals for 4.504 cay. One operator contributed eres, meat » and 
beans to his crev of Mexican natio an sifort to allay their dissatis— 


8) 
faecuvon with the. food, 
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1 the- local luexican workers obtained any percuisites.  One.of 
qnese ves supplied with ae ee aaa and transportation, while the other 
é ron 


spoortation, only, The former was a tractor driver. 


R ate y GC -) mya} o's in} ar. say> a ft 6 ‘ a bn * -).4 , az 
Tractor and wachine operators ena treek drivers , mostly with te vorke 
ia 


of non—tiexican extraction, quite Satay vere provided ta ti) Lodging or 
Guner, oerduisites. Biaht ce these workers were supplied with a louse ond 
} e 3 ats ry Cie 
or 


spor tations 3 rium lodging, wecls, and. transport Ue 2) Vi thy lod gi np jane: 
&; 2 vith lodging and transportetions and 1 with meals ond. transportation: 
Sone of these wore yeor-round i pena ceed ony 
ae 


on oa Biden ote eee eae Pee 
8 hed beon offered these 


mduccments in order to obtain their services during the hervest secson. 


vothod of senmling.—The tio companiics which process the beats inv the 
eeea sioplied lists of al® ¢rovors iho vould be Carryi Ae on PaCS: 
Operations during tre survey neriod. The nanmes on oceh of these SONY vere 
ae nto five categories, according to whether, they used iexica 
Poeronats. loco) iexicans’, Hidininos , Or prisoners. of Tar ereys »or Beek. 
te beots by machine. This grouping insured, scouting. 2 representation. of 
eli harvesting methods uscd. 

The namcs vere then alphabetized and numbered and alternate nanos 
were selcctod for the samplc, beginning vith number one. In caso of feilure 
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tO, O0tein a report from. a sclocted ercre ; vhne name Lollovine his ras mused 


es any alveriate, 
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WAGES IN THE COTTON HARVEST , FRESNO, TULARE 


P) 
AND KERN sbuNrrss: CALL FORIEL | NOVEL BER 1925 | 


largest labor-using crops in Celifornia. The 
st season entonds. Fron Septaiber until Maren and at-its neak recuLres 
o>, OOO Vor kens.)( ‘Statie ties n the Aericultural: Extension Service 
eee Project estimate thet the total annual labor recuirenent of the 
stetc's cotton harvest amounts te approximately 2,725,000 man-days of labor. 


i 


Tis total would require the lobor of an average of 21,800 workers each day 
Curing the fivesnonth ‘harvesting period. 


The cotton producing areca is highly concentrated in a s rip 150 miles 


long’ ond 50 miles wide’ in southorn San Joaquin Valley. Total aereage im ieu5 
counted + Ts HK “ubien "71,000 acres’ were in Fresne County, 
(ah OS Gees 0 n Tulare COUNT a, AL SOnvoe produced 
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